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Cultural history on a grand scale, this immensely readable book—the summation of decades of study by one
of the world's great scholars of the book—is the story of writing from its very beginnings to its recent
transformations through technology.

Traversing four millennia, Martin offers a chronicle of writing as a cultural system, a means of
communication, and a history of technologies. He shows how the written word originated, how it spread, and
how it figured in the evolution of civilization. Using as his center the role of printing in making the written
way of thinking dominant, Martin examines the interactions of individuals and cultures to produce new
forms of "writing" in the many senses of authorship, language rendition, and script.

Martin looks at how much the development of writing owed to practical necessity, and how much to
religious and social systems of symbols. He describes the precursors to writing and reveals their place in
early civilization as mnemonic devices in service of the spoken word. The tenacity of the oral tradition plays
a surprisingly important part in this story, Martin notes, and even as late as the eighteenth century educated
individuals were trained in classical rhetoric and preferred to rely on the arts of memory. Finally, Martin
discusses the changes to writing wrought by the electronic revolution, offering invaluable insights into the
influence these new technologies have had on children born into the computer age.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin King:

Here thing why this specific The History and Power of Writing are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. The History and Power of Writing giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with The History
and Power of Writing. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of The History and Power of Writing in e-book can be your option.

Isabel McNeal:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the guide untitled The History and Power of Writing can be great book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

James Ronquillo:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The History and
Power of Writing which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Florence Ross:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The History and Power of Writing to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book
and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside
that the e-book The History and Power of Writing can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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