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Searching for Africa in Brazil is a learned exploration of tradition and change in Afro-Brazilian religions.
Focusing on the convergence of anthropologists’ and religious leaders’ exegeses, Stefania Capone argues
that twentieth-century anthropological research contributed to the construction of an ideal Afro-Brazilian
religious orthodoxy identified with the Nagô (Yoruba) cult in the northeastern state of Bahia. In contrast to
other researchers, Capone foregrounds the agency of Candomblé leaders. She demonstrates that they
successfully imposed their vision of Candomblé on anthropologists, reshaping in their own interest narratives
of Afro-Brazilian religious practice. The anthropological narratives were then taken as official accounts of
religious orthodoxy by many practitioners of Afro-Brazilian religions in Brazil. Capone draws on ten years
of ethnographic fieldwork in Salvador de Bahia and Rio de Janeiro as she demonstrates that there is no pure
or orthodox Afro-Brazilian religion.

Challenging the usual interpretations of Afro-Brazilian religions as fixed entities, completely independent of
one another, Capone reveals these practices as parts of a unique religious continuum. She does so through an
analysis of ritual variations as well as discursive practices. To illuminate the continuum of Afro-Brazilian
religious practice and the tensions between exegetic discourses and ritual practices, Capone focuses on the
figure of Exu, the sacred African trickster who allows communication between gods and men. Following
Exu and his avatars, she discloses the centrality of notions of prestige and power—mystical and
religious—in Afro-Brazilian religions. To explain how religious identity is constantly negotiated among
social actors, Capone emphasizes the agency of practitioners and their political agendas in the “return to
roots,” or re-Africanization, movement, an attempt to recover the original purity of a mythical and
legitimizing Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power
and Tradition in Candomblé will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate
book with you?

Teresa Thomas:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in
Candomblé can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary Lamm:

Beside that Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in Candomblé in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in Candomblé
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!

Randy Jones:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Searching for Africa in Brazil: Power and Tradition in Candomblé we can take more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Searching for Africa in Brazil:
Power and Tradition in Candomblé. You can more attractive than now.
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