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More than half a century after the first Jim Crow laws were dismantled, the majority of urban neighborhoods
in the United States remain segregated by race. The degree of social and economic advantage or
disadvantage that each community experiences—particularly its crime rate—is most often a reflection of
which group is in the majority. As Ruth Peterson and Lauren Krivo note in Divergent Social Worlds, “Race,
place, and crime are still inextricably linked in the minds of the public.” This book broadens the scope of
single-city, black/white studies by using national data to compare local crime patterns in five racially distinct
types of neighborhoods. Peterson and Krivo meticulously demonstrate how residential segregation creates
and maintains inequality in neighborhood crime rates.

Based on the authors’ groundbreaking National Neighborhood Crime Study (NNCS), Divergent Social
Worlds provides a more complete picture of the social conditions underlying neighborhood crime patterns
than has ever before been drawn. The study includes economic, social, and local investment data for nearly
nine thousand neighborhoods in eighty-seven cities, and the findings reveal a pattern across neighborhoods
of racialized separation among unequal groups. Residential segregation reproduces existing privilege or
disadvantage in neighborhoods—such as adequate or inadequate schools, political representation, and local
business—increasing the potential for crime and instability in impoverished non-white areas yet providing
few opportunities for residents to improve conditions or leave. And the numbers bear this out. Among urban
residents, more than two-thirds of all whites, half of all African Americans, and one-third of Latinos live in
segregated local neighborhoods. More than 90 percent of white neighborhoods have low poverty, but this is
only true for one quarter of black, Latino, and minority areas. Of the five types of neighborhoods studied,
African American communities experience violent crime on average at a rate five times that of their white
counterparts, with violence rates for Latino, minority, and integrated neighborhoods falling between the two
extremes.

Divergent Social Worlds lays to rest the popular misconception that persistently high crime rates in
impoverished, non-white neighborhoods are merely the result of individual pathologies or, worse, inherent
group criminality. Yet Peterson and Krivo also show that the reality of crime inequality in urban
neighborhoods is no less alarming. Separate, the book emphasizes, is inherently unequal. Divergent Social
Worlds lays the groundwork for closing the gap—and for next steps among organizers, policymakers, and
future researchers.

A Volume in the American Sociological Association’s Rose Series in Sociology
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From reader reviews:

Ines Patterson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Divergent Social
Worlds: Neighborhood Crime and the Racial-Spatial Divide. All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Christine Furst:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Divergent Social Worlds:
Neighborhood Crime and the Racial-Spatial Divide is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Mindy Arredondo:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Divergent Social Worlds: Neighborhood Crime and the Racial-Spatial Divide provide you with
new experience in studying a book.

Daphne Jones:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Divergent Social Worlds:
Neighborhood Crime and the Racial-Spatial Divide can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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