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Was Canada immune to the racist currents of thought that swept central Europe in the 1920's and 1930's? In
this landmark book Angus McLaren, co-author of The Bedroom and the State, examines the pervasiveness in
Canada of the eugenic notion of "race betterment" and demonstrates that many Canadians believed that
radical measures were justified to protect the community from the "degenerate." The sterilization of the
feeble-minded in Alberta and British Columbia was merely the most dramatic attempt to limit the numbers
of the "unfit." But in the decades prior to World War Two, eugenic preoccupations were to colour
discussions of immigration restriction, birth control, mental testing, family allowances, and a host of similar
social policies.

Doctors, psychiatrists, geneticists, social workers, and mental hygienists provided an anxious Canadian
middle class with the reassuring argument that poverty, crime, prostitution, and mental retardation were
primarily the products of defective genes, not a defective social system. In explaining why biological
solutions were sought for social problems McLaren not only provides a provocative reappraisal of the ideas
and activities of a generation of feminists, political progressives, and public health propagandists but he also
explores some of the roots of our not-so-latent racist tendencies.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Our Own Master Race: Eugenics in Canada, 1885-1945
(Canadian Social History Series).

Barbara Bell:

This Our Own Master Race: Eugenics in Canada, 1885-1945 (Canadian Social History Series) tend to be
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Our Own
Master Race: Eugenics in Canada, 1885-1945 (Canadian Social History Series) can be one of the great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Our Own Master Race: Eugenics
in Canada, 1885-1945 (Canadian Social History Series) giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Ann Macdonald:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Our Own Master Race: Eugenics in Canada, 1885-1945 (Canadian Social History Series).

Shari Villa:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,



comics, and soon. The Our Own Master Race: Eugenics in Canada, 1885-1945 (Canadian Social History
Series) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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