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During the Japanese "bubble" economy of the 1980s, the youth of Japan began to exert unprecedented
influence on Japanese culture through their spirited patronage of certain art forms previously deemed
subcultural or avant-garde. Among these were manga (Japanese comics or animation) and shogekijo
(Japanese little theater). These art forms, while very unlike in the manner in which they were produced and
disseminated, can be shown to exhibit a common language: manga discourse. This discourse presents the
ludic, image-oriented, and seemingly infantile but simultaneously transhistorical language. The range and
meaning of these discursive forms as they are related to changes in the forms of shogekijo in Japan between
the 1960s and the 1980s are explored here, using the work of Noda Hideki and his troupe Yume no
Yuminsha as example.

Founded in the early 70s in the dark recesses of the University of Tokyo, Noda's troupe blossomed into a
major component of the theater boom of the bright leisure-oriented 80s. The question which Noda's theater
raises for those who seek to define Japan's modernization in the arts is how something defined as
instinctively "little" could become so big? In line with its predecessors in the avant-garde movements of the
1960s and 70s, the 1980s shogekijo borrowed from popular theater of the pre-modern period, in reaction to
the western- and script-oriented shingeki, and from modern comedy in early twentieth century Japan. But
unlike its avant-garde predecessors, it eschewed direct political confrontation with the power holders and
consciously sought to expand its audiences through capitalistic means. Japanese youth born in the postwar
generation could be led to appreciate the anti-shingeki message of shogekkijo, Noda predicted, only if it
could be put in the playful and fantastic language of manga discourse. In some ways, this counterintuitive
movement to youth subculture fulfilled shogekijo's mission to return theater to its Japanese roots and thereby
complete the process of a truly Japanese modernization in the arts.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Reck:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Manga discourse in
Japanese theater : the location of Noda Hideki's Yume no Yuminsha(Japanese Studies Series) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

William Patterson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Manga discourse in Japanese theater : the location of Noda Hideki's Yume no Yuminsha(Japanese
Studies Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one
web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Manga discourse in
Japanese theater : the location of Noda Hideki's Yume no Yuminsha(Japanese Studies Series) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Marline Deluca:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Manga discourse in Japanese theater : the
location of Noda Hideki's Yume no Yuminsha(Japanese Studies Series) book written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still uncertainty Manga discourse in Japanese theater : the location of Noda
Hideki's Yume no Yuminsha(Japanese Studies Series) as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Hilary Winters:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Manga discourse in Japanese theater : the location of Noda



Hideki's Yume no Yuminsha(Japanese Studies Series) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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