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Many books have been written about the success of the West, analyzing why Europe was able to pull ahead
of the rest of the world by the end of the Middle Ages. The most common explanations cite the West’s
superior geography, commerce, and technology. Completely overlooked is the fact that faith in reason,
rooted in Christianity’s commitment to rational theology, made all these developments possible. Simply put,
the conventional wisdom that Western success depended upon overcoming religious barriers to progress is
utter nonsense.

In The Victory of Reason, Rodney Stark advances a revolutionary, controversial, and long overdue idea:
that Christianity and its related institutions are, in fact, directly responsible for the most significant
intellectual, political, scientific, and economic breakthroughs of the past millennium.

In Stark’s view, what has propelled the West is not the tension between secular and nonsecular society, nor
the pitting of science and the humanities against religious belief. Christian theology, Stark asserts, is the very
font of reason: While the world’s other great belief systems emphasized mystery, obedience, or
introspection, Christianity alone embraced logic and reason as the path toward enlightenment, freedom, and
progress. That is what made all the difference.

In explaining the West’s dominance, Stark convincingly debunks long-accepted “truths.” For instance, by
contending that capitalism thrived centuries before there was a Protestant work ethic–or even Protestants–he
counters the notion that the Protestant work ethic was responsible for kicking capitalism into overdrive. In
the fifth century, Stark notes, Saint Augustine celebrated theological and material progress and the institution
of “exuberant invention.” By contrast, long before Augustine, Aristotle had condemned commercial trade as
“inconsistent with human virtue”–which helps further underscore that Augustine’s times were not the Dark
Ages but the incubator for the West’s future glories.

This is a sweeping, multifaceted survey that takes readers from the Old World to the New, from the past to
the present, overturning along the way not only centuries of prejudiced scholarship but the antireligious bias
of our own time. The Victory of Reason proves that what we most admire about our world–scientific
progress, democratic rule, free commerce–is largely due to Christianity, through which we are all inheritors
of this grand tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Deana Broom:

Here thing why this particular The Victory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and
Western Success are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Victory of
Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success giving you information deeper
as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with The Victory of
Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Victory of
Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success in e-book can be your option.

Keven Peterson:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Victory of Reason: How
Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success book since this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

William Black:

Beside this specific The Victory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western
Success in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Victory of Reason: How
Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and Western Success because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from
currently!

Jesus Rhode:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Victory of Reason: How Christianity Led to Freedom, Capitalism, and
Western Success was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your



scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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