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In Latin America as elsewhere, politicians routinely face a painful dilemma: whether to use state resources
for national purposes, especially those that foster economic development, or to channel resources to people
and projects that will help insure political survival and reelection. While politicians may believe that a
competent state bureaucracy is intrinsic to the national good, political realities invariably tempt leaders to
reward powerful clients and constituents, undermining long-term competence. Politician's Dilemma explores
the ways in which political actors deal with these contradictory pressures and asks the question: when will
leaders support reforms that increase state capacity and that establish a more meritocratic and technically
competent bureaucracy?

Barbara Geddes brings rational choice theory to her study of Brazil between 1930 and 1964 and shows how
state agencies are made more effective when they are protected from partisan pressures and operate through
merit-based recruitment and promotion strategies. Looking at administrative reform movements in other
Latin American democracies, she traces the incentives offered politicians to either help or hinder the process.

In its balanced insight, wealth of detail, and analytical rigor, Politician's Dilemma provides a powerful key to
understanding the conflicts inherent in Latin American politics, and to unlocking possibilities for real
political change.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

This Politician's Dilemma: Building State Capacity in Latin America (California Series on Social Choice and
Political Economy, No.25) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The main reason of this Politician's Dilemma: Building State Capacity in Latin America (California Series
on Social Choice and Political Economy, No.25) can be among the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Politician's Dilemma: Building State Capacity in
Latin America (California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy, No.25) giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Marie Guinn:

This book untitled Politician's Dilemma: Building State Capacity in Latin America (California Series on
Social Choice and Political Economy, No.25) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Cindi Russell:

The e-book untitled Politician's Dilemma: Building State Capacity in Latin America (California Series on
Social Choice and Political Economy, No.25) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Politician's Dilemma: Building State Capacity in Latin America (California
Series on Social Choice and Political Economy, No.25) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Karen Johnson:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely Politician's Dilemma: Building State Capacity in Latin America
(California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy, No.25). This book that is qualified as The



Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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