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An era of great agricultural expansion in America, the nineteenth century witnessed the development of
capitalist method, technological innovation, scientific experimentation, and the reorganization of social and
family life -- changes that were reflected in striking transformations in the vernacular landscape. In this
fascinating interdisciplinary study, Sally McMurry examines one arena of domestic change -- the design of
northern rural farmhouses -- as an index of America's shift from an agrarian society to an urban, industrial
nation.Drawing on myriad sources, McMurry shows how the farmhouse of the 1830s and 1840s -- a social
and conceptual whole that integrated work, family, and leisure space -- gave way to a collection of rooms
that filtered people by age, class, and sex, as well as by type of activity. Kitchens became isolated; rooms for
farmhands were segregated or eliminated; separate bedrooms were assigned to children and adolescents. At
the same time, the formal parlor was abandoned in favor of the open, multi-purpose sitting room, an attempt
to maintain distinctly rural patterns of social life.A unique work that will interest a wide range of readers,
Families and Farmhouses in Nineteenth-Century America shows how progressive farm families adapted to
industrialization, urbanization, the consolidation of capitalist agriculture, and the rise of a new consumer
society. For this paperback edition, McMurry has written a new introduction that summarizes the scholarship
done in the field since the book's initial publication in 1988.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Knowles:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Families and Farmhouses in Nineteenth-Century Amerca:
Vernacular Design and Social Change. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important a book Families and Farmhouses in Nineteenth-Century Amerca:
Vernacular Design and Social Change. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible
to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Mike Costello:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Families and Farmhouses in Nineteenth-Century
Amerca: Vernacular Design and Social Change can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Jean Mora:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Families and Farmhouses in Nineteenth-Century Amerca: Vernacular Design and Social Change.

Rodolfo Buker:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Families and Farmhouses in Nineteenth-
Century Amerca: Vernacular Design and Social Change or perhaps others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Families and Farmhouses in



Nineteenth-Century Amerca: Vernacular Design and Social Change to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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