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This edition of WORD HISTORIES is a revision and enlargement of a volume which was originally
published in England in 1935. FOREWORD: Words, like individuals, have their histories. English words, for
the most part, are either direct translations, or descendants, so to speak, from an other language, or are
Anglo-Saxon words, used today substantially in the same sense as they were in pre-Norman days. As the
scope of this volume is necessarily limited, the words listed include mainly those that have wandered, in
varying de grees, from their original meanings. For example, the title Duke is omitted because it is directly
descended from French due, which in turn is from Latin dux, ducis, a leader. On the other hand Lady justifies
its place here for the reason that its progenitor is Anglo-Saxon hlaefdige, a kneader of the loaf, the woman
who prepared bread for the oven. The social climbing of such a word furnishes a temptation to refer to its
development as its genealogy and to forget that the science of word origins is etymology. The words in this
volume were assembled to satisfy a curiosity aroused by a study of Old English, particularly in connection
with researches made into Anglo-Saxon laws and charters. It was during the course of such a study that the
many engaging word personalities attracted my interest, and with the enthusiasm of a collector, I have
yielded to the temptation of including other specimens encountered during many years of the practice of law,
where the background of a word seemed to war rant it. PREFACE: Old English, or Anglo-Saxon, is a
language which f ew would now understand. With its roots in Teu tonic soil, it developed under the Roman
invasion, and was nourished by the subsequent overrunning of the British Isles by the Danes, the Angles, the
Saxons and other races of northwest continental Europe. The greatest changes in the language were,
however, those that followed the battle of Hastings and the business-like conquest of all things Anglo-Saxon
that commenced with the Doomsday Survey. The briefest study of the development of English from the
advent of William until the death of Elizabeth will produce sufficient evidence to dis close that the Normans
were victorious in 1066 and continued in power without reference being had to a political history of England.
With the Normans came a new political and social structure new rules of law, new land tenures, a new
administration of Justice, a new ruling class in time, practically everything was changed and new words were
used to describe and define the new order, which, however, continued to center about the King, whose title
remained an Anglo-Saxon word, and one that the conquered English could understand. Evidence of the
conquest ap peared in all the words thereafter introduced by the French to describe the Norman sovereignty
and to embellish the dignity of the conqueror. In this group of words are palace, duke, throne, realm, royalty,
regal, homage, sceptre, reign, sovereign and chancellor. Prince and count and duchess are of continental
origin, but King and Queen were names long before used by the rulers of the British tribes. Few titles of
great dignity have developed from the homely beginnings of the Anglo-Saxon social struc ture. Conspicuous
as exceptions to this rule, for their lowly origin are the titles Lord and Lady, one, in Anglo-Saxon times, the
guardian of the loaf and his wife the kneader of the dough or loaf. Quite naturally the English became the
serving and the working class and in the kitchen and the field we find preserved the words which those who
served there could understand.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

The guide untitled Word Histories - A Glossary Of Unusual Word Origins is the reserve that recommended
to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Word Histories - A Glossary Of Unusual Word Origins from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Nancy Deanda:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Word Histories - A Glossary Of Unusual Word Origins it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.

Jeremy Hutchings:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Word Histories - A Glossary Of Unusual Word Origins the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before.
The Word Histories - A Glossary Of Unusual Word Origins giving you another experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Corey Cook:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer may be Word Histories - A Glossary Of Unusual Word Origins why because the amazing
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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