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Jaan Kross's historical novel Sailing Against the Wind fictionalizes the life of Bernhard Schmidt (1879-
1935), an Estonian-born inventor. Schmidt lost an arm in his youth while experimenting with a homemade
rocket, resulting in psychological trauma that would plague him for the rest of his life. Largely self-taught,
Schmidt was driven to seek recognition of his talents.

 He moved to Germany in the 1930s, where, after perfecting techniques for polishing lenses, he began
developing ideas for improving astronomical telescopes. He was arrested for selling one to the Russians, and
although he got off with only a warning, he later suffered a breakdown and was sent to a mental hospital,
where he soon died. Sailing Against the Wind becomes a meditation on national identity, the relationship
between history and the individual life, and the mechanisms of the historical novel as a genre.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Sailing Against the Wind: A
Novel (Writings from an Unbound Europe) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Christopher Jaeger:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Sailing Against the
Wind: A Novel (Writings from an Unbound Europe) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Sailing Against the Wind: A Novel
(Writings from an Unbound Europe) become your own personal starter.

Todd Robinson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Sailing Against the Wind: A Novel (Writings from an Unbound Europe)
this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.

April Hanson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Sailing Against the Wind: A Novel (Writings from an Unbound Europe)
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a



book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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