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Accessible introduction to key thinkers of Marxist theory and the debate on the nature of Marxist ethics.
Marxism and Ethics is a comprehensive and highly readable introduction to the rich and complex history of
Marxist ethical theory as it has evolved over the last century and a half. Paul Blackledge argues that Marx’s
ethics of freedom underpin his revolutionary critique of capitalism. Marx’s conception of agency, he argues,
is best understood through the lens of Hegel’s synthesis of Kantian and Aristotelian ethical concepts. Marx’s
rejection of moralism is not, as suggested in crude materialist readings of his work, a dismissal of the free,
purposive, subjective dimension of action. Freedom, for Marx, is both the essence and the goal of the
socialist movement against alienation, and freedom’s concrete modern form is the movement for real
democracy against the capitalist separation of economics and politics. At the same time, Marxism and Ethics
is also a distinctive contribution to, and critique of, contemporary political philosophy, one that fashions a
powerful synthesis of the strongest elements of the Marxist tradition. Drawing on Alasdair MacIntyre’s early
contributions to British New Left debates on socialist humanism, Blackledge develops an alternative ethical
theory for the Marxist tradition, one that avoids the inadequacies of approaches framed by Kant on the one
hand and utilitarianism on the other. “In this important study, Paul Blackledge provides a thorough, detailed
and wide-ranging account of the controversies around ethical questions in the history of Marxism.” — Marx
and Philosophy Review of Books “…in this major new study … [Blackledge] moves beyond what has
become the well-worn ground of the dispute within Marxism between ethical nihilism and universalism and
takes the debate onto more substantial and promising new ground.” — International Socialism “This book
provides impressive evidence of the intellectual and moral strengths of contemporary Marxism. Paul
Blackledge has provided the best history so far written of Marxism’s engagement with ethics. He enables us
to understand Marx’s own moral concerns better than Marx himself did. And he has made an incisive
contribution to contemporary moral debate. Critics of Marx and Marxism, including sympathetic critics such
as myself, will have to take this book very seriously.” — Alasdair MacIntyre, author of After Virtue: A
Study in Moral Theory, Third Edition Paul Blackledge is Professor of Political Theory at Leeds Metropolitan
University. He is the author of Perry Anderson, Marxism, and the New Left and Reflections on the Marxist
Theory of History, and the coeditor (with Graeme Kirkpatrick) of Historical Materialism and Social
Evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution
(Suny Series in Radical Social and Political Theory) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Evelyn White:

The book untitled Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (Suny Series in Radical Social and
Political Theory) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice study.

Bessie Hall:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and
Revolution (Suny Series in Radical Social and Political Theory) was multi-colored and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (Suny Series in
Radical Social and Political Theory) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading which.

Norma Ochoa:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (Suny Series in Radical Social and Political
Theory) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must
prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt



to change your life by this book Marxism and Ethics: Freedom, Desire, and Revolution (Suny Series in
Radical Social and Political Theory). You can more inviting than now.
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