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Flying Cloud is the riveting and thoroughly researched tale of a truly unforgettable sea voyage during the
days of the California gold rush. In 1851, navigator Eleanor Creesy set sail on the maiden voyage of the
clipper ship Flying Cloud, traveling from New York to San Francisco in only eighty-nine days. This swift
passage set a world record that went unbroken for more than a century Upon arrival in San Francisco, Flying
Cloud became an enduring symbol of a young nation's daring frontier spirit. Illustrated with original maps
and charts as well as historical photographs, Shaw's compelling narrative captures the drama of this thrilling
adventure.

In a position almost unheard of for a woman in the mid-nineteenth century, Eleanor Creesy served as the
ship's navigator. With only the sun, planets, and stars to guide her, she brought Flying Cloud safely around
Cape Horn at the height of a winter blizzard, faced storms, dodged shoals, and found her way through calms
to make the swift passage possible. Along with her husband, Josiah, the ship's captain, she sailed the mighty
three-masted clipper through sixteen thousand miles of the fiercest, most unpredictable oceans in the world.

Shaw vividly re-creates nineteenth-century seafaring conditions and customs, for both the crew and the
passengers who entrusted their fate to an untested ship. Including excerpts from letters and diaries of
passengers, Shaw recounts Flying Cloud's victory in the face of adversity-including sabotage,
insubordination, and severe damage to the clipper's mainmast that might have sunk her with all hands lost.
But the ship triumphed and would ultimately sail the world. Flying Cloud brings to life, for the first time, the
glory of one of America's most important seafaring tales and one woman's incredible achievements.
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From reader reviews:

William Leininger:

This Flying Cloud: The True Story of America's Most Famous Clipper Ship and the Woman who Guided
Her are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Flying Cloud:
The True Story of America's Most Famous Clipper Ship and the Woman who Guided Her can be on the list
of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this Flying Cloud: The True Story of America's Most Famous Clipper Ship and the Woman who Guided Her
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Stacey Ryan:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. Flying Cloud: The True Story of America's Most Famous Clipper Ship and
the Woman who Guided Her can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare
time problems.

Hattie Booth:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Flying Cloud: The True Story of America's Most
Famous Clipper Ship and the Woman who Guided Her can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jose Suh:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Flying Cloud: The True Story of America's Most Famous Clipper Ship and the Woman
who Guided Her when you needed it?
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