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In Victorian England there was only one fail-safe authority on matters ranging from fashion to puddings to
scullery maids: Beeton’s Book of Household Management. In this delightful, superbly researched biography,
award-winning historian Kathryn Hughes pulls back the lace curtains to reveal the woman behind the book--
Mrs. Beeton, the first domestic diva of the modern age--and explores the life of the book itself.

Isabella Beeton was a twenty-one-year-old newlywed with only six months’ experience running her own
home when--coaxed by her husband, a struggling publisher--she began to compile her book of recipes and
domestic advice. The aspiring mother hardly suspected that her name would become synonymous with
housewifery for generations.  Nor would the women who turned to the book for guidance ever have guessed
that its author lived in a simple house in the suburbs with a single maid-of-all-work instead of presiding over
a well-run estate. Isabella would die at twenty-eight, shortly after the book's publication, never knowing the
extent of her legacy.

As her survivors faced bankruptcy, sexual scandal and a bitter family feud that lasted more than a century,
Mrs. Beeton’s book became an institution. For an exploding population of the newly affluent, it prescribed
not only how to cook and clean but ways to cope with the social flux of the emerging consumer culture: how
to plan a party for ten, whip up a hair pomade or calculate how much money was needed to permit the hiring
of a footman. In the twentieth century, Mrs. Beeton would be accused of plagiarism, blamed for the dire state
of British cookery and used to market everything from biscuits to meat pies.

This elegant, revelatory portrait of a lady journalist, as she lived and as she existed in the minds of her
readers, is also a vivid picture of Victorian home life and its attendant anxieties, nostalgia, and aspirations--
not so different from those felt in America today.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Raines:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The Short
Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beeton suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in
this era. The particular book untitled The Short Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beetonis a single of several
books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this book.

June Hargrove:

Why? Because this The Short Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beeton is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Alice Rodriguez:

This The Short Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beeton is great publication for you because the content which is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Short
Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beeton in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right
but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that will?

David Burch:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Short Life and Long Times of Mrs. Beeton was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Short Life and Long Times of Mrs.
Beeton has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try



to like reading this.
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