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Doug Bixby knows that many of us have had enough of the liberal vs. conservative battles in the church. In
The Honest to God Church, Bixby demonstrates how these extremes have distracted us from our true calling
as conduits for God's grace--both individually and as congregations. Many churches see themselves as
"okay," while everyone outside the church is "not okay." These churches embrace an ethic of perfection
rather than love. Often they are very judgmental and rigid; little room exists for grace after a person is
converted. Legalism, rather than love, becomes the primary defining characteristic; people pretend to be
perfect even though they are not. In reaction to this approach, many churches have replaced judgmentalism
with an ethic of tolerance. But tolerating someone is not the same thing as loving them. Tolerance demands
only that we give people space. Love is deeper and more significant and demands that we enter into their
space. Besides, if on our own we are okay, then why do we need God and one another? Bixby recommends
we embrace the teaching of Martin Luther that we all are saints and sinners simultaneously. Churches that do
this raise disciples who readily admit their sin and brokenness and see God's grace as the only means for
straightening out their lives. Bixby encourages all congregations to live this way--authentically and
transparently--so that we do not have to pretend that we are okay when we are not. Bixby challenges us to
respond to Jesus's call to come as we are, not as we think we ought to be.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

This The Honest to God Church: A Pathway to God's Grace book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of The Honest to God Church: A Pathway to God's Grace without we comprehend teach the
one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Honest
to God Church: A Pathway to God's Grace can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Honest to God Church: A Pathway to God's Grace having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jeremy Reed:

The actual book The Honest to God Church: A Pathway to God's Grace will bring one to the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Honest to God Church: A Pathway to God's Grace is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Paul Smith:

Often the book The Honest to God Church: A Pathway to God's Grace has a lot details on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after perusing this book.

Heidi Montgomery:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Honest to God Church: A Pathway
to God's Grace e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Honest to God Church: A
Pathway to God's Grace as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.
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