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Borders enclose and separate us. We assign to them tremendous significance. Along them we draw
supposedly uncrossable boundaries within which we believe our individual identities begin and end, erecting
the metaphysical dividing walls that enclose each one of us into numerically identical, numerically distinct,
entities: persons. Do the borders between us - physical, psychological, neurological, causal, spatial, temporal,
etc. - merit the metaphysical significance ordinarily accorded them? The central thesis of I Am You is that our
borders do not signify boundaries between persons. We are all the same person. Variations on this heretical
theme have been voiced periodically throughout the ages (the Upanishads, Averroës, Giordano Bruno, Josiah
Royce, Schrödinger, Fred Hoyle, Freeman Dyson). In presenting his arguments, the author relies on detailed
analyses of recent formal work on personal identity, especially that of Derek Parfit, Sydney Shoemaker,
Robert Nozick, David Wiggins, Daniel C. Dennett and Thomas Nagel, while incorporating the views of
Descartes, Leibniz, Wittgenstein, Schopenhauer, Kant, Husserl and Brouwer. His development of the
implied moral theory is inspired by, and draws on, Rawls, Sidgwick, Kant and again Parfit. The traditional,
commonsense view that we are each a separate person numerically identical to ourselves over time, i.e., that
personal identity is closed under known individuating and identifying borders - what the author calls Closed
Individualism - is shown to be incoherent. The demonstration that personal identity is not closed but open
points collectively in one of two new directions: either there are no continuously existing, self-identical
persons over time in the sense ordinarily understood - the sort of view developed by philosophers as diverse
as Buddha, Hume and most recently Derek Parfit, what the author calls Empty Individualism - or else you are
everyone, i.e., personal identity is not closed under known individuating and identifying borders, what the
author calls Open Individualism. In making his case, the author:

- offers a new explanation both of consciousness and of self-consciousness

- constructs a new theory of Self

- explains psychopathologies (e.g. multiple personality disorder, schizophrenia)

- shows Open Individualism to be the best competing explanation of who we are

- provides the metaphysical foundations for global ethics.

The book is intended for philosophers and the philosophically inclined - physicists, mathematicians,
psychiatrists, psychologists, linguists, computer scientists, economists, and communication theorists. It is
accessible to graduate students and advanced undergraduates.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics
(Synthese Library) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global
Ethics (Synthese Library) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics (Synthese Library).
You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Leticia Cantrell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics
(Synthese Library) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

David Unruh:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve I Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics
(Synthese Library) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book you wanted.

David Fulton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this I
Am You: The Metaphysical Foundations for Global Ethics (Synthese Library).
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