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The Renaissance holds an undying place in the human imagination, and its great heroes remain our own,
from Michelangelo and Leonardo to Dante and Montaigne. This period of profound evolution in European
thought is credited with transforming the West from medieval to modern; reviving the city as the center of
human activity and the acme of civilization; and, of course, producing the most astonishing outpouring of
artistic creation the world has ever known. Perhaps no era in history was more revolutionary, and none has
been more romanticized. What was it? In The Renaissance, the great historian Paul Johnson tackles that
question with the towering erudition and imaginative fire that are his trademarks.

Johnson begins by painting the economic, technological, and social developments that give the period its
background. But, as Johnson explains, "The Renaissance was primarily a human event, propelled forward by
a number of individuals of outstanding talent, in some cases amounting to genius." It is the human
foreground that absorbs most of the book's attention. "We can give all kinds of satisfying explanations of
why and when the Renaissance occurred and how it transmitted itself," Johnson writes. "But there is no
explaining Dante, no explaining Chaucer. Genius suddenly comes to life, and speaks out of a vacuum. Then
it is silent, equally mysteriously. The trends continue and intensify, but genius is lacking." In the four parts
that make up the heart of the book--"The Renaissance in Literature and Scholarship," "The Anatomy of
Renaissance Sculpture," "The Buildings of the Renaissance," and "The Apostolic Successions of
Renaissance Painting"--Johnson chronicles the lives and works of the age's animating spirits. Finally, he
examines the spread and decline of the Renaissance, and its abiding legacy. A book of dazzling riches, The
Renaissance is a compact masterpiece of the historian's art.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Grays:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Renaissance: A Short History (Modern Library
Chronicles). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important the book The Renaissance: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well
as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Dana Martin:

This book untitled The Renaissance: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles) to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Mary Kasten:

The Renaissance: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Renaissance:
A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Sanjuanita Mecham:

This The Renaissance: A Short History (Modern Library Chronicles) is new way for you who has attention
to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Renaissance: A
Short History (Modern Library Chronicles) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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