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The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) holds a cherished position in English literary culture. The story
behind the creation of what is indisputably the greatest dictionary in the language has become a popular
fascination. This book looks at the history of the great first edition of 1928, and at the men (and occasionally
women) who distilled words and usages from centuries of English writing and “through an act of intellectual
alchemy captured the spirit of a civilization.”
The task of the dictionary was to bear full and impartial witness to the language it recorded. But behind the
immaculate typography of the finished text, the proofs tell a very different story. This vast archive,
unexamined until now, reveals the arguments and controversies over meanings, definitions, and
pronunciation, and which words and senses were acceptable—and which were not.
Lost for Words examines the hidden history by which the great dictionary came into being, tracing—through
letters and archives—the personal battles involved in charting a constantly changing language. Then as now,
lexicographers reveal themselves vulnerable to the prejudices of their own linguistic preferences and to the
influence of contemporary social history.
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Loy:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Lost for Words: The
Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Alfred Leahy:

The guide with title Lost for Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

James Cummings:

This Lost for Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary is brand new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Lost for Words: The
Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Lee Villegas:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Lost for Words: The Hidden History of the Oxford
English Dictionary was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Lost for Words:
The Hidden History of the Oxford English Dictionary has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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