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Americans have always loved risktakers. Like the Icarus of ancient Greek lore, however, even the most
talented entrepreneurs can overstep their bounds. All too often, the very qualities that make Icaran executives
special-- self-confidence, visionary insight, and extreme competitiveness--spur them to take misguided and
even illegal chances. The Icaran failure of an ordinary entrepreneur isn't headline news. But put Icarus in the
corporate boardroom and, as David Skeel vividly demonstrates, the ripple effects can be profound.

Ever since the first large-scale corporations emerged in the nineteenth century, their ability to tap huge
amounts of capital and the sheer number of lives they affect has meant that their executives play for far
greater stakes. Excessive and sometimes fraudulent risks, competition, and the increasing size and
complexity of organizations: these three factors have been at the heart of every corporate breakdown from
1873, when financial genius Jay Cooke collapsed, to the corporate scandals of the early 21st century.
Compounding the scandals is an ongoing cat-and-mouse game between regulators' efforts to police the three
factors that lead to Icarus Effect failures and efforts by corporate America to evade this regulation in the
name of efficiency and flexibility.

These efforts to side-step oversight can rapidly spiral out of control, setting the stage for the devastating
corporate failures that punctuate American business history. But there is also a silver lining to the stunning
failures: the outrage they provoke galvanizes public opinion in favor of corporate reform. The most
important American business regulation has always been enacted in response to a major breakdown in
corporate America.

Today's business environment poses unprecedented perils for the average American as for the first time ever,
more than half of Americans now own stock. Identifying the problems of the past, Skeel offers a strikingly
new diagnosis of the fundamental flaws in corporate America today, and of what can be done to fix them.
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From reader reviews:

Tammara Dejesus:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Icarus in the Boardroom: The
Fundamental Flaws in Corporate America and Where They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters)
will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Richard Burnett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental Flaws in
Corporate America and Where They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Ida Johnson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental
Flaws in Corporate America and Where They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) can give you a
lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental
Flaws in Corporate America and Where They Came From (Law and Current Events Masters).

Juanita Cooke:

You will get this Icarus in the Boardroom: The Fundamental Flaws in Corporate America and Where They
Came From (Law and Current Events Masters) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself



to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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