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In 1779 a Philadelphia belle, Margaret Shippen, married a hero of the ongoing Revolution, General Benedict
Arnold. Within months Peggy was sending coded messages to an old suitor from England, conveying
Arnold’s promise to defect. When their plot was discovered, the general fled. Peggy distracted George
Washington with hysterics before following her husband. The British government eventually paid Peggy far
more than Benedict Arnold ever received.A generation later, the Philadelphia neighborhood where Margaret
Shippen had grown up was home to a businessman named James Forten. Due to his invention for rigging
sails, Forten was rich enough to build large public halls and bankroll political causes. At the same time, this
veteran of the Revolution was losing his political voice because he was black.Margaret Shippen Arnold and
James Forten are just two of the fifteen fascinating but little-known lives told in Forgotten Americans.
Weitten by an honored biographer and an award-winning poet, this entertaining book shines a light on
overlooked figures. Traditional histories have often neglected these people, for many reasons. Some were on
the losing side of a conflict, such as Tecumeseh, who spent years trying to unite Indian nations against white
settlers. Others worked behind the scenes, like Annie Turner Wittenmyer, who took charge of supplying
Union hospitals in the West during the Civil War. And some we disregard because their actions now seem
unsavory, as with the once-celebrated ”Indian-slayer” Tom Quick.From these fascinating threads, Will
Randall and Nancy Nahra weave a rich tapestry of American life. In it we witness the power of religious
revival and the lure of mass entertainment. We watch philosophical differences split the nation. We see the
shift in Native American’s lives from Teedyuscung, a Delaware murdered despite his conversion to
Christianity, to Louis Sockalexis, the baseball prodigy. These lively stories also reveal little-known facets of
the famous: Benjamin Franklin’s disinherited son, Thomas Jefferson’s secret politicking, and how Mary
Todd Lincoln’s confinement to a mental hospital became a public issue. From early settlements to the close
of the nineteenth century, the brief biographies in Forgotten Americans engagingly fill out our knowledge of
the nation’s past.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Worrell:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Forgotten Americans: Footnote
Figures Who Changed American History is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Adrian Kester:

The feeling that you get from Forgotten Americans: Footnote Figures Who Changed American History will
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Forgotten Americans: Footnote Figures
Who Changed American History giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this specific Forgotten Americans: Footnote Figures Who Changed American History
instantly.

Maria Green:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this Forgotten Americans: Footnote Figures Who Changed American History.

Dianna Chrisman:

The guide with title Forgotten Americans: Footnote Figures Who Changed American History posesses a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.
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