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Eastern Europe has become an ideological battleground since the collapse of the Soviet Union, with liberals
and authoritarians struggling to seize the ground lost by Marxism. In Fantasies of Salvation, Vladimir
Tismaneanu traces the intellectual history of this struggle and warns that authoritarian nationalists pose a
serious threat to democratic forces.

A leading observer of the often baffling world of post-Communist Europe, Tismaneanu shows that extreme
nationalistic and authoritarian thought has been influential in Eastern Europe for much of this century, while
liberalism has only shallow historical roots. Despite democratic successes in places such as the Czech
Republic and Poland, he argues, it would be a mistake for the West to assume that liberalism will always
triumph. He backs this argument by showing how nationalist intellectuals have encouraged ethnic hatred in
such countries as Russia, Romania, and the former Yugoslavia by reviving patriotic myths of heroes,
scapegoats, and historical injustices. And he shows how enthusiastically these myths have been welcomed by
people desperate for some form of "salvation" from political and economic uncertainty.

On a theoretical level, Tismaneanu challenges the common ideas that the ideological struggle is between
"right" and "left" or between "nationalists" and "internationalists." In a careful analysis of the conflict's
ideological roots, he argues that it is more useful and historically accurate to view the struggle as between
those who embrace the individualist traditions of the Enlightenment and those who reject them.

Tismaneanu himself has been active in the intellectual battles he describes, particularly in his native
Romania, and makes insightful use of interviews with key members of the dissident movements of the 1970s
and 1980s. He offers original observations of countries from the Baltic to the Black Sea and expresses his
ideas in a vivid and forceful style. Fantasies of Salvation is an indispensable book for both academic and
nonacademic readers who wish to understand the forces shaping one of the world's most important and
unpredictable regions.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ayers:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Fantasies of
Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe.

Robert Lindsey:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in
Post-Communist Europe can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Gary Lewis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy,
Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe giving you another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Angel Martinez:

Beside that Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and
Myth in Post-Communist Europe because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do



you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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