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No one today thinks of Brooklyn, New York, as an agricultural center. Yet Kings County enjoyed over two
centuries of farming prosperity. Even as late as 1880 it was one of the nation's leading vegetable producers,
second only to neighboring Queens County.

In Of Cabbages and Kings County, Marc Linder and Lawrence Zacharias reconstruct the history of a lost
agricultural community. Their study focuses on rural Kings County, the site of Brooklyn's tremendous
expansion during the latter part of the nineteenth century. In particular, they question whether sprawl was a
necessary condition of American industrialization: could the agricultural base that preceded and surrounded
the city have survived the onrush of residential real estate speculation with a bit of foresight and public
policies that the politically outnumbered farmers could not have secured on their own?

The first part of the book reviews the county's Dutch American agricultural tradition, in particular its
conversion after 1850 from extensive farming (e.g., wheat, corn) to intensive farming of market garden
crops. The authors examine the growing competition between local farmers and their southern counterparts
for a share of the huge New York City market, comparing farming conditions and factors such as labor and
transportation.

In the second part of the book, the authors turn their attention to the forces that eventually destroyed Kings
County's farming—ranging from the political and ideological pressures to modernize the city's rural
surroundings to unplanned, market-driven attempts to facilitate transportation for more affluent city dwellers
to recreational outlets on Coney Island and, once transportation was at hand, to replace farms with residential
housing for the city's congested population.

Drawing on a vast range of archival sources, the authors refocus the history of Brooklyn to uncover what was
lost with the expansion of the city. For today, as urban planners, ecologists, and agricultural developers
reevaluate urban sprawl and the need for greenbelts or agricultural-urban balance, the lost opportunities of
the past loom larger.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Gilchrist:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Of Cabbages and Kings County: Agriculture and the Formation of Modern
Brooklyn.

Kenny Hardy:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Of Cabbages and Kings County: Agriculture and the Formation of Modern
Brooklyn this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That
is why this book acceptable all of you.

Wanda Jacobsen:

Beside that Of Cabbages and Kings County: Agriculture and the Formation of Modern Brooklyn in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Of Cabbages and Kings County: Agriculture and the Formation of
Modern Brooklyn because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book
but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!

Meghan Drucker:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Of Cabbages and Kings County: Agriculture and the Formation of Modern
Brooklyn was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big



benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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