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From reviews of the first edition
"Tightly written and challenging, this specialized work is a sophisticated addition to the literature."--Library
Journal

"An outstanding volume of academic research that investigates the historical organization of social labor in
Kuwait. . . . [It] clearly stands as an important contribution to the literature in development, comparative
economic and social systems, and Middle Eastern studies. The volume succeeds in tracing the development
of Kuwait's social labor force and is able to be candid about the problems associated with . . . large numbers
of expatriates."--International Journal of Middle East Studies

In this new paperback edition Ismael revises and updates her 1982 book (originally published with the
subtitle Social Change in Historical Perspective), which was the first work to examine the dynamics of class
relations in pre- and post-oil Kuwait. She adds to the analysis Kuwait's recent cataclysmic experiences of
occupation, liberation, and reconstruction. 
 
  Ismael covers first the period from the foundation of Kuwait in the early 18th century, when the land was
inhabited by camel-breeding bedouins, to the beginning of oil exportation at the end of World War II. She
describes its decline from a thriving center of maritime commerce to an impoverished pearling backwash by
the end of the war. In the second part she addresses the postwar impact of oil wealth on Kuwait and
examines resulting changes in Kuwaiti society. 
 
  Describing transformations in the world oil economy in the 1980s, Ismael adds a new section to chronicle
changes in the political economy of the Gulf that threatened the superstructure of the region (constituted of
absolute monarchies in rentier states). She sees Iraq's invasion of Kuwait as part of the larger political reality
in the Gulf: change in the region will be forestalled by Western industrial powers at any price. Maintenance
of the status quo now is dependent on military force, not political processes, and overt repression
increasingly will replace cooptation as the means of quieting any opposition.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Buch:

The book Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Kuwait:
Dependency and Class in a Rentier State? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Tara Scribner:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Kuwait: Dependency and
Class in a Rentier State is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Victor Brown:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a
Rentier State, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Dwight McBride:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Kuwait: Dependency and Class in
a Rentier State that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they
react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you can pick Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State become your own starter.
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