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Franklin Roosevelt is said to have explained Al Smith, and his own New Deal, with these words: "Practically
all the things we've done in the federal government are the things Al Smith did as governor of New York."
Smith, who ran for president in 1928, not only set the model for FDR, he also taught America that the
promise of the country extends to everyone and no one should be left behind.

The story of this trailblazer is the story of America in the twentieth century. A child of second-generation
immigrants, a boy self-educated on the streets of the nation's largest city, he went on to become the greatest
governor in the history of New York; a national leader and symbol to immigrants, Catholics, and the Irish;
and in 1928 the first Catholic major-party candidate for president. He was the man who championed safe
working conditions in the wake of the Triangle Shirtwaist fire. He helped build the Empire State Building.
Above all, he was a national model, both for his time and for ours.

Yet, as Robert Slayton demonstrates in this rich story of an extraordinary man and his times, Al Smith's life
etched a conflict still unresolved today. Who is a legitimate American? The question should never be asked,
yet we can never seem to put it behind us. In the early years of the twentieth century, the Ku Klux Klan
reorganized, not to oppose blacks, but rather against the flood of new immigrants arriving from southern
Europe and other less familiar sources. Anti-Catholic hatred was on the rise, mixed up with strong feelings
about prohibition and tensions between towns and cities. The conflict reached its apogee when Smith ran for
president. Slayton's story of the famous election of 1928, in which Smith lost amid a blizzard of blind
bigotry, is chilling reading for Americans of all faiths. Yet Smith's eventual redemption, and the recovery of
his deepest values, shines as a triumph of spirit over the greatest of adversity.

Even in our corrosively cynical times, the greater vision of Al Smith's life inspires and uplifts us.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

This Empire Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Empire Statesman: The Rise and
Redemption of Al Smith can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Empire Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Adam Nelson:

Empire Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Empire Statesman: The
Rise and Redemption of Al Smith although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Donnie Matthews:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Empire Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other
place.

John Tammaro:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Empire Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith when you needed it?
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