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This book traces an Afghan refugee's extraordinary journey - from his early life as a shepherd boy in the
mountains of Northern Afghanistan to his forced exile after being captured and tortured by the Taliban, to
incarceration in an Australian detention centre... and finally to freedom. A poignant and powerful, often
humorous, story of suffering, injustice and survival that explores the resilience of the human spirit.

"An extraordinary account of an epic journey to freedom, told with great intelligence, humour, poetry and
integrity. Even in his darkest hours of despair, Najaf clings to hope and his deep love of life and people." -
Arnold Zable - Writer and refugee advocate

Najaf donates all royalties from the sale of this book to the Masawat Development Fund which he founded to
raise funds to support health and education programs in Mazar-e-Sharif and surrounding villages.

Beautifully captured and penned by award-winning biographer Robert Hillman, this is a compelling story of
an exceptional yet 'ordinary' man whose generous spirit, natural leadership and desire for peace transcends
enormous danger and heartbreak.

The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif follows the extraordinary journey of Najaf Mazari from the despair of
Afghanistan under the Taliban regime to the flowering of a new life in Australia. Unaware of the fragility of
innocence in a country torn by civil war, Najaf describes his childhood working as a shepherd, an apprentice
welder and, finally, finding his calling as an apprentice rugmaker.

"After a few months I was weaving simple quality rugs without assistance... but then came the more difficult
tasks - learning to repair rugs, to stretch rugs, to match colours, make colours, create a design that does
justice to fine yarns... It was during my initiation into the deeper mysteries of my craft that I began to
understand how a world can exist within a single room. For when my concentration was at its greatest, it felt
that the world lived in the yarns, in the colours and in the skills of rugmaking."

Family joy soon turns to tragedy as the war between the Russian forces and the Mujahedin violently thrusts
its way into Najaf's life - first his elder brother is killed by a sniper, then his family home is destroyed by a
stray rocket, killing both his younger brother and brother-in-law. Najaf, too, is badly wounded and is reduced
to selling crotcheted socks on a street corner while his injuries slowly heal. Eventually returning to



rugmaking, Najaf trains himself not to think too far into the future.

In 2001, the adult Najaf is captured and tortured by the Taliban. He is forced to flee Afghanistan, leaving his
wife and child behind to place his life in the hands of people-smugglers, bound for an unknown destination.
Half way across the world in south-east Asia, Najaf and almost a hundred other refugees learn for the first
time that they are bound for a country at the bottom of the world called 'Australia'...
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif book is readable by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving The
Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Sheila Carter:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharifis a single of several books that everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Kathryn Mullins:

The book untitled The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Pedro Dillon:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif can make you sense more interested to read.
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