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From Mondrian's bold geometric forms to Kandinsky's use of symbols to Pollock's "dripped paintings," the
richly diverse movement of abstract painting challenges anyone trying to make sense of either individual
works or the phenomenon as a whole. Applying his insights as an art historian and a painter, John Golding
offers a unique approach to understanding the evolution of abstractionism by looking at the personal artistic
development of seven of its greatest practitioners. He re-creates the journey undertaken by each painter in his
move from representational art to the abstract--a journey that in most cases began with cubism but led
variously to symbolism, futurism, surrealism, theosophy, anthropology, Jungian analysis, and beyond. For
each artist, spiritual quest and artistic experimentation became inseparable. And despite their different
techniques and philosophies, these artists shared one goal: to break a path to a new, ultimate pictorial truth.

The book first explores the works and concerns of three pioneering European abstract painters--Mondrian,
Malevich, Kandinsky--and then those of their American successors--Pollock, Newman, Rothko, and Still.
Golding shows how each painter sought to see the world and communicate his vision in the purest or most
expressive form possible. For example, Mondrian found his way into abstraction through a spiritual response
to the landscape of his native Holland, Malevich through his apprehension of the human body, Kandinsky
through a blend of religious mysticism and symbolism. Line and color became the focus for many of their
creative endeavors. In the 1940s and 50s, the Americans raised the level of pictorial innovation, beginning
most notably with Pollock and his Jung-inspired concept of action.p>Golding makes a powerful case that at
its best and most profound, abstract painting is heavily imbued with meaning and content. Through a blend
of biography, art analysis, and cultural history, Paths to the Absolute offers remarkable insights into how a
sense of purpose is achieved in painting, and how abstractionism engaged with the intellectual currents of its
time.
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From reader reviews:

James Smith:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Paths to the Absolute. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Paths to the Absolute.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Sarah Farmer:

The e-book with title Paths to the Absolute has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of help after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

David Hoag:

This Paths to the Absolute is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having little digest in reading this Paths to the Absolute can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is
no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a
person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Ann Craft:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Paths to the Absolute.
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