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To come to Burma, one of the few places where despotism still dominates, is to take both a physical and an
emotional journey and, like most Burmese, to become caught up in the daily management of fear. Based on
Monique Skidmore's experiences living in the capital city of Rangoon, Karaoke Fascism is the first
ethnography of fear in Burma and provides a sobering look at the psychological strategies employed by the
Burmese people in order to survive under a military dictatorship that seeks to invade and dominate every
aspect of life.

Skidmore looks at the psychology and politics of fear under the SLORC and SPDC regimes. Encompassing
the period of antijunta student street protests, her work describes a project of authoritarian modernity, where
Burmese people are conscripted as army porters and must attend mass rallies, chant slogans, construct roads,
and engage in other forms of forced labor. In a harrowing portrayal of life deep within an authoritarian state,
recovering heroin addicts, psychiatric patients, girl prostitutes, and poor and vulnerable women in forcibly
relocated townships speak about fear, hope, and their ongoing resistance to four decades of oppression.

"Karaoke fascism" is a term the author uses to describe the layers of conformity that Burmese people present
to each other and, more important, to the military regime. This complex veneer rests on resistance,
collaboration, and complicity, and describes not only the Burmese form of oppression but also the Burmese
response to a life of domination. Providing an inside look at the madness and the militarization of the city,
Skidmore argues that the weight of fear, the anxiety of constant vulnerability, and the numbing demands of
the State upon individuals force Burmese people to cast themselves as automata; they deliberately present
lifeless hollow bodies for the State's use, while their minds reach out into the cosmos for an array of alternate
realities. Skidmore raises ethical and methodological questions about conducting research on fear when
doing so evokes the very emotion in question, in both researcher and informant.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Taylor:

The book with title Karaoke Fascism: Burma and the Politics of Fear (The Ethnography of Political
Violence) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Marlene Childs:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
reserve. The book Karaoke Fascism: Burma and the Politics of Fear (The Ethnography of Political Violence)
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Bernard Kovach:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Karaoke Fascism: Burma and the Politics of Fear
(The Ethnography of Political Violence) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Karaoke Fascism: Burma and the Politics of Fear (The
Ethnography of Political Violence) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

John Merritt:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Karaoke Fascism: Burma and the Politics of Fear (The Ethnography of Political Violence) we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
Karaoke Fascism: Burma and the Politics of Fear (The Ethnography of Political Violence). You can more



attractive than now.
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