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We often think of science as continuously advancing. In this collection of essays, five world-renowned
writers explore obscure and neglected episodes in the history of science which suggest instead that the
process of understanding the significance of scientific discoveries can be erratic, contradictory, even
irrational. Jonathan Miller, Oliver Sacks, and Daniel Kevles show how promising new ideas may at first fail
to be noticed or accepted, and then, years after they have been dismissed or forgotten, are recognized in a
different form as important. R.C. Lewontin and Stephen Jay Gould discuss the ways that words and images
used by scientists and popularizers alike, from the murals on the walls of natural history museums to such
ubiquitous terms as "adaptation" and "environment," reflect serious and often unacknowledged distortions in
the way we conceive of both individual organisms and the natural history of the world.

These essays demonstrate that science is, in the words of Oliver Sacks, "a human enterprise through and
through, an organic, evolving, human growth, with sudden spurts and arrests, and strange deviations, too. It
grows out of its past, but never outgrows it, any more than we outgrow our childhood."
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Hidden Histories of Science. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Hidden Histories of
Science. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you
can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Karen Plum:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Hidden Histories of Science as the daily resource information.

Jeremy Bedford:

You may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Hidden Histories of Science is simple
to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Kayla France:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
that when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Hidden Histories of Science
to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it.
Beside that the publication Hidden Histories of Science can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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