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In the decades following World War II, professional city planners in Detroit made a concerted effort to halt
the city's physical and economic decline. Their successes included an award-winning master plan, a number
of laudable redevelopment projects, and exemplary planning leadership in the city and the nation. Yet despite
their efforts, Detroit was rapidly transforming into a notorious symbol of urban decay. In Redevelopment and
Race: Planning a Finer City in Postwar Detroit, June Manning Thomas takes a look at what went wrong,
demonstrating how and why government programs were ineffective and even destructive to community
needs.

In confronting issues like housing shortages, blight in older areas, and changing economic conditions,
Detroit's city planners worked during the urban renewal era without much consideration for low-income and
African American residents, and their efforts to stabilize racially mixed neighborhoods faltered as well.
Steady declines in industrial prowess and the constant decentralization of white residents counteracted
planners' efforts to rebuild the city. Among the issues Thomas discusses in this volume are the harmful
impacts of Detroit's highways, the mixed record of urban renewal projects like Lafayette Park, the effects of
the 1967 riots on Detroit's ability to plan, the city-building strategies of Coleman Young (the city's first black
mayor) and his mayoral successors, and the evolution of Detroit's federally designated Empowerment Zone.
Examining the city she knew first as an undergraduate student at Michigan State University and later as a
scholar and planner, Thomas ultimately argues for a different approach to traditional planning that places
social justice, equity, and community ahead of purely physical and economic objectives.

Redevelopment and Race was originally published in 1997 and was given the Paul Davidoff Award from the
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning in 1999. Students and teachers of urban planning will be
grateful for this re-release. A new postscript offers insights into changes since 1997.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Redevelopment and Race: Planning a Finer City in Postwar Detroit (Great Lakes Books
Series).

Paul Lopez:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is known as of book Redevelopment and Race: Planning a Finer City in Postwar Detroit (Great Lakes Books
Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one location to other place.

Arthur Warnick:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Redevelopment and Race: Planning a Finer City in Postwar Detroit (Great Lakes Books
Series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer
to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life with this book Redevelopment and Race: Planning a Finer City in Postwar Detroit (Great Lakes
Books Series). You can more inviting than now.

Richard Graham:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Redevelopment and Race: Planning a
Finer City in Postwar Detroit (Great Lakes Books Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Redevelopment and Race:
Planning a Finer City in Postwar Detroit (Great Lakes Books Series) can to be your brand new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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