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Selected for Kirkus Reviews "Best Books of 2011"
From the award-winning author of The Mercury Visions of Louis Daguerre and The Beautiful
Miscellaneous comes a sweeping historical novel set amid the skyscrapers of 1890s Chicago and the
far-flung islands of the South Pacific.In the waning years of the nineteenth century there was a hunger for
tribal artifacts, spawning collecting voyages from museums and collectors around the globe. In 1897, one
such collector, a Chicago insurance magnate, sponsors an expedition into the South Seas to commemorate
the completion of his company's new skyscraper--the world's tallest building. The ship is to bring back an
array of Melanesian weaponry and handicrafts, but also several natives related by blood.
Caught up in this scheme are two orphans--Owen Graves, an itinerant trader from Chicago's South Side who
has recently proposed to the girl he must leave behind, and Argus Niu, a mission houseboy in the New
Hebrides who longs to be reunited with his sister. At the cusp of the twentieth century, the expedition forces
a collision course between the tribal and the civilized, between two young men plagued by their respective
and haunting pasts.
An epic and ambitious story that brings to mind E. L. Doctorow, with echoes of Melville and Robert Louis
Stevenson, Bright and Distant Shores is a wondrous achievement by a writer known for creating compelling
fiction from the fabric of history.
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From reader reviews:

John McKenzie:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Bright and Distant
Shores: A Novel will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Debra Davis:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Bright and Distant Shores: A Novel, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Walter Pressley:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be
the reserve untitled Bright and Distant Shores: A Novel can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Melody Herrera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Bright and Distant Shores: A
Novel.
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