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Between 1300 and 1500 C.E. a new form of Sufi Islam took hold among central Islamic peoples, joining
individuals through widespread networks resembling today's prominent paths and orders. Understanding
contemporary Sufism requires a sophisticated analysis of these formative years. Moving beyond a straight
account of leaders and movements, Shahzad Bashir weaves a rich history around the depiction of bodily
actions by Sufi masters and disciples, primarily in Sufi literature and Persian miniature paintings of the
period.

Focusing on the Persianate societies of Iran and Central Asia, Bashir explores medieval Sufis' conception of
the human body as the primary shuttle between interior (batin) and exterior (zahir) realities. Drawing on
literary, historical, and anthropological approaches to corporeality, he studies representations of Sufi bodies
in three personal and communal arenas: religious activity in the form of ritual, asceticism, rules of etiquette,
and a universal hierarchy of saints; the deep imprint of Persian poetic paradigms on the articulation of love,
desire, and gender; and the reputation of Sufi masters for working miracles, which empowered them in all
domains of social activity.

Bashir's novel perspective illuminates complex relationships between body and soul, body and gender, body
and society, and body and cosmos. It highlights love as an overarching, powerful emotion in the making of
Sufi communities and situates the body as a critical concern in Sufi thought and practice. Bashir's work
ultimately offers a new methodology for extracting historical information from religious narratives,
especially those depicting extraordinary and miraculous events.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lau:

Why? Because this Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book
will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Peter Pitts:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam can
give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval
Islam.

Margaret Velasquez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Todd Apperson:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Sufi Bodies: Religion and Society in Medieval Islam we can get more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Sufi Bodies:
Religion and Society in Medieval Islam. You can more desirable than now.
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