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Strange sounds resembling the remote rumble of distant thunder were audible. Everybody understood: it was
the echo of the battle for Stalingrad. . . . A heavy rain began falling.

Stalingrad's outskirts provided Isaak Kobylyanskiy, a 19-year-old ethnic Jew from Ukraine, with his first
exposure to combat and initiated his long odyssey in the Great Patriotic War against Germany. It would be
more than three years before he was finally reunited with his family and his sweetheart, Vera, the schoolmate
he had promised to marry.

Kobylyanskiy started the war as a 76-mm infantry support gun crew commander for the 300th Rifle Division
(and its later incarnations) and celebrated V-E Day as a battery commander. He took part in actions ranging
from Stalingrad to the tip of the Zemland Peninsula at Pillau. His combat journey was a long process of
exhausting marches punctuated by harrowing moments of intense combat. From the liberation of Sevastopol,
through Lithuania's countryside, to the final storming of Knigsberg's heavy fortifications, Kobylyanskiy's
memoir sweeps across the great expanses of the Eastern Front. His narrative is packed with dramatic
details—including revealing depictions of forgotten or ignored aspects of certain battles—and insights into
the daily life of the Soviet army: the relentless marches to locate and engage the enemy, the prejudicial
treatment of female soldiers, and the plight of Soviet civilians.

Kobylyanskiy also discusses the role of military political officers (and his own conflicted views on
communism), clarifies the place of Jews in the Red Army and discusses how his reaction to anti-Semitic
utterances added a sense of responsibility to his fighting, and frames his account with personal glimpses into
the stifling repression of Stalinist society, including the brutal collectivization program and resulting famine
in Ukraine. But he balances such memories with warm recollections of some of his comrades and especially
with an affecting portrait of his courtship of Vera, which sustained him in battle, and concludes with an
emotional coda: their wedding ceremony in a war-ravaged but recovering Kiev.

By turns vivid, reflective, intense, and entertaining, Kobylyanskiy's narrative charts one warrior's epic
journey and joins a select group of memoirs that deepen our understanding of what it was like for Russian
soldiers on the Eastern Front.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual From Stalingrad to Pillau: A Red
Army Artillery Officer Remembers the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Margaret Calderon:

From Stalingrad to Pillau: A Red Army Artillery Officer Remembers the Great Patriotic War (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
joy arrangement in writing From Stalingrad to Pillau: A Red Army Artillery Officer Remembers the Great
Patriotic War (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information
may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Andrew Taylor:

This From Stalingrad to Pillau: A Red Army Artillery Officer Remembers the Great Patriotic War (Modern
War Studies (Hardcover)) is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read
it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having From Stalingrad to Pillau: A Red Army
Artillery Officer Remembers the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Michael Grammer:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book From Stalingrad to Pillau: A Red Army Artillery Officer Remembers the Great Patriotic War



(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be
creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life with that book From Stalingrad to Pillau: A Red Army Artillery Officer
Remembers the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). You can more appealing than now.
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