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An Irish officer in the British Army, Major General Robert Ross (1766–1814) was a charismatic leader
widely admired for his bravery in battle. Despite a military career that included distinguished service in
Europe and North Africa, Ross is better known for his actions than his name: his 1814 campaign in the
Chesapeake Bay resulted in the burning of the White House and Capitol and the unsuccessful assault on
Baltimore, immortalized in “The Star Spangled Banner.” The Man Who Captured Washington is the first in-
depth biography of this important but largely forgotten historical figure.

Drawing from a broad range of sources, both British and American, military historians John McCavitt and
Christopher T. George provide new insight into Ross’s career prior to his famous exploits at Washington,
D.C. Educated in Dublin, Ross joined the British Army in 1789, earning steady promotion as he gained
combat experience. The authors portray him as an ambitious but humane commanding officer who fought
bravely against Napoleon’s forces on battlefields in Holland, southern Italy, Egypt, and the Iberian
Peninsula. Following the end of the war in Europe, while still recovering from a near-fatal wound, Ross was
designated to lead an “enterprise” to America, and in August 1814 he led a small army to victory in the
Battle of Bladensburg. From there his forces moved to the city of Washington, where they burned public
buildings. In detailing this campaign, McCavitt and George clear up a number of misconceptions, including
the claim that the British burned the entire city of Washington. Finally, the authors shed new light on the
long-debated circumstances surrounding Ross’s death on the eve of the Battle of North Point at Baltimore.

Ross’s campaign on the shores of the Chesapeake lasted less than a month, but its military and political
impact was enormous. Considered an officer and a gentleman by many on both sides of the Atlantic, the
general who captured Washington would in time fade in public memory. Yet, as McCavitt and George show,
Ross’s strategies and achievements during the final days of his career would shape American defense policy
for decades to come.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Rasmussen:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Man Who Captured Washington: Major General
Robert Ross and the War of 1812 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Gerald Rountree:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Man Who Captured Washington: Major
General Robert Ross and the War of 1812 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) as the daily resource
information.

Bertha Davis:

This book untitled The Man Who Captured Washington: Major General Robert Ross and the War of 1812
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
to your account to past this guide from your list.

Trisha McClain:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Man
Who Captured Washington: Major General Robert Ross and the War of 1812 (Campaigns and Commanders
Series), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can



inspire different ones, make them reading a book.
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