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"Poetry was declining/ Painting advancing/ we were complaining/ it was '50," recalled poet Frank O'Hara in
1957. Criminal Ingenuity traces a series of linked moments in the history of this transfer of cultural power
from the sphere of the word to that of the image. Ellen Levy explores the New York literary and art worlds in
the years that bracket O'Hara's lament through close readings of the works and careers of poets Marianne
Moore and John Ashbery and assemblage artist Joseph Cornell. In the course of these readings, Levy
discusses such topics as the American debates around surrealism, the function of the "token woman" in
artistic canons, and the role of the New York City Ballet in the development of mid-century modernism, and
situates her central figures in relation to such colleagues and contemporaries as O'Hara, T. S. Eliot, Clement
Greenberg, Walter Benjamin, and Lincoln Kirstein.

Moore, Cornell, and Ashbery are connected by acquaintance and affinity-and above all, by the possession of
what Moore calls "criminal ingenuity," a talent for situating themselves on the fault lines that fissure the
realms of art, sexuality, and politics. As we consider their lives and works, Levy shows, the seemingly
specialized question of the source and meaning of the struggle for power between art forms inexorably opens
out to broader questions about social and artistic institutions and forces: the academy and the museum,
professionalism and the market, and that institution of institutions, marriage.
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From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

This Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature
and Culture) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of
this Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature
and Culture) can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts
(Modernist Literature and Culture) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Roger Moxley:

Often the book Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist
Literature and Culture) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist
Literature and Culture) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sean Martinez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Criminal Ingenuity: Moore,
Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist Literature and Culture) which is having the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

David Thompson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Criminal Ingenuity: Moore, Cornell, Ashbery, and the Struggle Between the Arts (Modernist



Literature and Culture) can make you experience more interested to read.
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