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1 Cor 8.1-11.1 is concerned with the subject of idolatry in first-century Christianity and ancient Judaism.
Jews and Christians differ over what constitutes idolatry and even within ancient Judaism and early
Christianity there was no consensus. In this book, a set of definitions are created which are applied to the
examination of the various relevant Diaspora Jewish literature, inscriptions and papyri, and finally the NT
passage. This examination reveals different attitudes adopted by different Jews towards idolatry, which serve
as parallels to the three positions in 1 Cor 8.1-11.1, 'the strong', 'the weak', and Paul.

The resolution of the issue of idolatry lies in the question of who determines what is idolatrous and what
constitutes proper Christian behaviour. This is accomplished through a comparison and contrast between
leadership structures within Diaspora Jewish assemblies and the Corinthian church. Almost all the
definitions of idolatry set up are operative in Paul, whose way of resolving the issue of idolatry is by appeal
to biblical history. By insisting on his authority as the founding apostle and father of the Corinthian church,
Paul can issue the injunction to the 'strong' to flee from idolatry because idolatrous behaviour would incur
the wrath of God and lead to God's punishment, which is the loss of one's eschatological salvation. For the
Diaspora Jews, the 'final court of appeal' was the law; but for the Corinthian church, the authority Paul sets
up is Christ, the gospel, salvation, and Paul himself as the founding apostle.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Sugg:

With other case, little people like to read book Idolatry and Authority (The Library of New Testament
Studies). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Idolatry and Authority (The Library of New Testament Studies). You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well
as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's examine.

David Boggs:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Idolatry and Authority (The Library of
New Testament Studies) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Danny Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work here is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Idolatry and Authority (The Library of New Testament Studies) why because
the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Jonathan Smith:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Idolatry and Authority (The Library of New Testament
Studies) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Idolatry and Authority (The Library of New
Testament Studies).
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