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The fighting around the town of Demyansk was one of the longest encirclement battles on the Eastern Front
during the Second World War, stretching from February 1942 to February 1943. Originally, the German 16.
Armee occupied Demyansk in the fall of 1941 because it was key terrain - a crossroads located on high
ground amidst a sea of swampy terrain - that would be used as a springboard for an eventual offensive into
the Valdai Hills. Instead, the Soviet winter counteroffensive in February 1942 encircled the German II
Armeekorps and other units, totalling about 100,000 troops, inside the Demyansk Pocket. Another pocket
was also created around Kholm, with another 5,000 Germans inside. Yet despite severe pounding from five
Soviet armies, the embattled German troops held the pocket and the Luftwaffe organized a major aerial
resupply effort to sustain the defenders. For the first time in military history, an army was supplied entirely
by air.

After stopping the Soviet winter counteroffensive, the German 16. Armee mounted two major relief efforts
to rescue their trapped forces in the Demyansk and Kholm pockets, which were finally relieved in April-May
1942. During the siege, the crack 3. SS-Division 'Totenkopf' was virtually destroyed, suffering 80 per cent
casualties. However, Hitler demanded that the 12 divisions of II Armeekorps remain in the narrow
Demyansk salient, whose base was only 6km wide. Throughout the summer and autumn of 1942, the Soviets
pounded the salient from all sides, inflicting heavy casualties on the defenders. In February 1943, Marshal
Timoshenko was ordered to launch an offensive to cut off the base of the salient and annihilate the 12
divisions. At the same time, Hitler finally came to his senses after the Stalingrad debacle and authorized the
16. Armee to withdraw from the pocket. Thus, the Germans began to withdraw just as Timoshenko opened
his grand offensive to cut them off and destroy almost 100,000 German troops. This volume will conclude
with the drama of a German army-size withdrawal under fire in winter, under attack from three sides.
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From reader reviews:

Lilian Anderson:

The event that you get from Demyansk 1942-43: The frozen fortress (Campaign) will be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Demyansk 1942-43: The frozen fortress (Campaign) giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Demyansk 1942-43: The frozen fortress
(Campaign) instantly.

Joseph Mattie:

This Demyansk 1942-43: The frozen fortress (Campaign) is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Demyansk
1942-43: The frozen fortress (Campaign) in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?

Nancy Gump:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named
of book Demyansk 1942-43: The frozen fortress (Campaign). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Willie Briggs:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Demyansk 1942-43: The frozen fortress (Campaign) when you desired it?
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