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The Business of Martyrdom is the only comprehensive history of suicide bombing from its origins in
Imperial Russia to the present day. It makes use of a framework from the history and philosophy of
technology to explain the diffusion and evolution of suicide bombing over the past several decades. It is
primarily a work of synthesis meant to reach a broad audience and endeavors to integrate as much of the
recent scholarly literature as possible, including reconciling explanatory mechanisms that seem to be at odds
with one another. In addition, this book is able to draw on very recent changes in suicide bombing in the
years 2008-2010 that allow it to have a slightly different perspective than earlier studies. For the first time
the global number of suicide attacks has declined significantly for three years in a row. This book therefore
has the advantage of addressing the phenomenon of suicide bombing as a bounded phenomenon with limits
to its growth and diffusion.

To this point the impression that suicide bombers are the smartest bombs yet created has been widespread
but confined to the area of metaphor. Drawing well-established ideas from the history of technology, The
Business of Martyrdom argues that the metaphor should be taken literally. Suicide bombing is a technology
that has been invented and re-invented at different times in different areas but always for the same purpose:
resolving a mismatch in military capabilities between antagonists by utilizing the available cultural and
human resources.

Over the past several years, analysts have produced a large number of monographs and articles examining
suicide bombing. The best contributions in this new and growing literature have shed considerable light on
the complexity of suicide bombing in practice, particularly regarding the structure of the organizations that
deploy suicide bombers and the relationships between these organizations and the recruits whom they utilize
in their attacks. Nevertheless, nagging inconsistencies and questions remain. These inconsistencies can be
explained by examining suicide bombing as a technological system that integrates human beings, cultures,
and devices and directs them toward specific ends. Such an analysis requires that neither the individual
bombers nor their sponsoring organizations be the basic unit of discussion. Instead, the bombers must be
understood as components within a much larger system that has been shaped by a host of social, cultural, and
operational constraints throughout its existence. Integrating insights from the historical analysis of other
technological systems with the recent literature specifically devoted to suicide bombing therefore allows The
Business of Martyrdom to develop a fuller understanding of suicide bombing as a unified yet diverse
phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Benner:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Business of Martyrdom: A History
of Suicide Bombing will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book
with you?

Jessica Jackson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Business of Martyrdom: A History of
Suicide Bombing can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mark Carlton:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. The Business of Martyrdom: A History of Suicide Bombing can be your answer since it can be read
by you who have those short spare time problems.

Christopher Jorge:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Business of Martyrdom: A History of Suicide Bombing can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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