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Saving Buddhism explores the dissonance between the goals of the colonial state and the Buddhist
worldview that animated Burmese Buddhism at the turn of the twentieth century. For many Burmese, the
salient and ordering discourse was not nation or modernity but s?sana, the life of the Buddha's teachings.
Burmese Buddhists interpreted the political and social changes between 1890 and 1920 as signs that the
Buddha's s?sana was deteriorating. This fear of decline drove waves of activity and organizing to prevent the
loss of the Buddha's teachings. Burmese set out to save Buddhism, but achieved much more: they took
advantage of the indeterminacy of the moment to challenge the colonial frameworks that were beginning to
shape their world. Author Alicia Turner has examined thousands of rarely used sources-- newspapers and
Buddhist journals, donation lists, and colonial reports--to trace three discourses set in motion by the colonial
encounter: the evolving understanding of s?sana as an orienting framework for change, the adaptive modes
of identity made possible in the moral community, and the ongoing definition of religion as a site of conflict
and negotiation of autonomy. Beginning from an understanding that defining and redefining the boundaries
of religion operated as a key technique of colonial power--shaping subjects through European categories and
authorizing projects of colonial governmentality--she explores how Burmese Buddhists became actively
engaged in defining and inflecting religion to shape their colonial situation and forward their own local
projects. Saving Buddhism intervenes not just in scholarly conversations about religion and colonialism, but
in theoretical work in religious studies on the categories of "religion" and "secular." It contributes to ongoing
studies of colonialism, nation, and identity in Southeast Asian studies by working to denaturalize nationalist
histories. It also engages conversations on millennialism and the construction of identity in Buddhist studies
by tracing the fluid nature of s?sana as a discourse. The layers of Buddhist history that emerge challenge us
to see multiple modes of identity in colonial modernity and offer insights into the instabilities of categories
we too often take for granted.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Thompson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory).

Clement Williams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning and Memory) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) as good book not merely by the cover
but also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sean Jones:

You can get this Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways
for you.

Alexander Goodman:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Saving Buddhism (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning and Memory) can
make you feel more interested to read.
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