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‘I lived the same life as everyone else, the life of ordinary people, the masses.’ Sitting in a prison cell in the
autumn of 1944, Hans Fallada sums up his life under the National Socialist dictatorship, the time of ‘inward
emigration’. Under conditions of close confinement, in constant fear of discovery, he writes himself free
from the nightmare of the Nazi years. His frank and sometimes provocative memoirs were thought for many
years to have been lost. They are published here in English for the first time.

The confessional mode did not come naturally to Fallada the writer of fiction, but in the mental and
emotional distress of 1944, self-reflection became a survival strategy. In the ‘house of the dead’ he exacts his
political revenge on paper. ‘I know that I am crazy. I’m risking not only my own life, I’m also risking … the
lives of many of the people I am writing about’, he notes, driven by the compulsion to write. And write he
does – about spying and denunciation, about the threat to his livelihood and his literary work, about the fate
of many friends and contemporaries such as Ernst Rowohlt and Emil Jannings. To conceal his intentions and
to save paper, he uses abbreviations. His notes, constantly exposed to the gaze of the prison warders, become
a kind of secret code. He finally succeeds in smuggling the manuscript out of the prison, although it
remained unpublished for half a century.

These revealing memoirs by one of the best-known German writers of the 20th century will be of great
interest to all readers of modern literature.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Owens:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this A Stranger in My Own Country: The 1944 Prison Diary.

Larry Parrish:

This book untitled A Stranger in My Own Country: The 1944 Prison Diary to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Anna Raynor:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Stranger in My Own Country:
The 1944 Prison Diary, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Richard Cary:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Stranger in My Own Country: The 1944
Prison Diary guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism A Stranger in My Own
Country: The 1944 Prison Diary as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book
that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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