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He was a servant to the public, a writer for hire. He was a hero, an author adding to the glory of his nation.
But can a writer be both hack and hero? The career of Samuel Johnson, recounted here by Lawrence
Lipking, proves that the two can be one. And it further proves, in its enduring interest for readers, that
academic fashions today may be a bit hasty in pronouncing the "death of the author."

A book about the life of an author, about how an author is made, not born, Lipking's Samuel Johnson is the
story of the man as he lived--and lives--in his work. Tracing Johnson's rocky climb from anonymity to fame,
in the course of which he came to stand for both the greatness of English literature and the good sense of the
common reader, the book shows how this life transformed the very nature of authorship.

Beginning with the defiant letter to Chesterfield that made Johnson a celebrity, Samuel Johnson offers fresh
readings of all the writer's major works, viewed through the lens of two ongoing preoccupations: the urge to
do great deeds--and the sense that bold expectations are doomed to disappointment. Johnson steers between
the twin perils of ambition and despondency. Mounting a challenge to the emerging industry that glorified
and capitalized on Shakespeare, he stresses instead the playwright's power to cure the illusions of everyday
life. All Johnson's works reveal his extraordinary sympathy with ordinary people. In his groundbreaking
Dictionary, in his poems and essays, and in The Lives of the English Poets, we see Johnson becoming the
key figure in the culture of literacy that reaches from his day to our own.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Jager:

Here thing why that Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Samuel Johnson: The Life of
an Author. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author in e-book can be your alternate.

Walter Reeves:

This book untitled Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Clarence Frey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Samuel Johnson: The
Life of an Author.

Bernice Capps:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it.
Beside that the reserve Samuel Johnson: The Life of an Author can to be your brand new friend when you're
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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